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is not so clear. He would no doubt have over-
whelmed her with moral indignation.

But in spite of all his faults there is something
Ihdesc^bably attractive about the personality of
Shelley. His eager generosity, his loyalty, his
tenderness are irresistible. One feels that he would
have always responded to a frank and simple
appeal. A foil for his virtues is provided by the
character of Byron, whose nauseous affectations,
animal coarseness, niggardliness, except where his
own personal comfort was involved, and deep-
seated snobbishness, makes Shelley into an angel
of light. Shelley seems to have been almost the
only person who ever evoked the true and frank
admiration of Byron, and retained his regard. On
the other hand, Shelley, who began by idolising
Byron, seems to have gradually become aware of
the ugly selfishness of his character.

But Shelley himself evokes a sort of deep com-
passionateness and affection, such as is evoked
by an impulsive, headstrong, engaging child. One
desires to have sheltered him, to have advised him,
to have managed his affairs for him; one ends by
forgiving him all, or nearly all. His character was
essentially a noble one; he hated all oppression,
injustice, arrogance, selfishness, coarseness, cruelty.
When he erred, he erred like a child, not coldly
and unscrupulously, but carried away by intensity
of desire. It may seem a curious image, but one
cannot help feeling that if Shelley had been con-
temporary with and brought into contact with
Christ, he would have been an ardent follower and
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